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Electronic Damper Control is BMW’s 
optional electronically variable damper 
system. Three modes—Normal, Comfort 
and Sport—are accessed by a convenient 
button near the shift lever. Flanking that 
button are the Power and DSC o�  buttons. 
Power selects a di� erent electronic throttle 
map, opening the engine’s eight individ-
ual throttles more quickly. Although the 
DSC, for Dynamic Stability Control, but-
ton appears to have only o�  and on, there 
is a third mode. When in M mode, there 
is an increase in allowable tire slip, giving 
a wider envelope for performance driving 
while still maintaining that invisible safety 
net. As I found during testing, the M3 is 
stable with the DSC on or o� , with a slight 

bias toward understeer. The M3 is fast, but 
rarely twitchy. Like a proper race car, it 
inspires driver con� dence everywhere. My 
only gripe with its otherwise stellar driving 
dynamics is the steering.

The Servotronic power steering has 
dual modes—Tour and Sport—selectable 
through the standard iDrive system. In 
Sport, the steering is heavier and more pre-
cise, while Tour is lighter. In either mode, 
the steering assist decreases as speed ris-
es. Somewhere around 70 mph, there is a 
change in e� ort. It’s subtle, but it makes 
slalom di�  cult because that’s about the 
same speed the car runs. Thus in the mid-
dle of our slalom pass, the steering e� ort 
changed and I found myself inadvertently 

running over cones. We’re talking inches of 
di� erence here. On a racetrack, the M3 will 
hit its apexes easily, but on the street, own-
ers should be wary of clipping curbs.

What really makes the new M3 perform, 
though, is the M di� erential, a mechanical 
unit that divides torque left to right based 
on wheel speed. When wheel speeds dif-
fer, a mechanical pump tightens the dif-
ferential to lock it. The greater the speed 
di� erence from wheel to wheel, the more 
torque it transfers.

The result of all these gizmos is the 
M3’s ability to switch from Jekyll to 
Hyde and back with a press of a button 
or two. Not just for show, these buttons 
actually make a di� erence. Changing the 
M3 from a date-friendly cruiser that will 
impress passengers to a track car that 
will likely scare them—we think that’s a 
wonderful feature. 

Although pricing for the U.S. has yet to 
be announced, BMW has already shown 
the sedan at the Los Angeles and Tokyo 
auto shows, and there will be a retractable 
hardtop coming soon. It seems that BMW 
is toying with us, as it keeps showing us 
new cars that make us giddy, but won’t 
deliver the � rst M3 to the U.S. until spring 
of 2008! By the time we test a U.S.-spec 
car, we’ll be looking forward to the future 
Motorsports edition of the 1 Series. If you 
were hoping the M3 would have a price 
in the U.S. close to the last generation’s, 
you’re in for a shock. It’s going to be more, 
a lot more. The M3 slots between the M 
Coupe at an MSRP of $50,100 and the 
M5’s MSRP of $82,900. For now, we’ll 
guess it will come in at $65,000 but the 
comparable Audi RS 4 is more, so don’t 
say we didn’t warn you. If the price seems 
steep compared to previous generations, 
it might help to look at the new 1 Series, 
where BMW will try to couple impressive 
power with lower weight and cost. �
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2008 
BMW M3 Coupe

2007 
Audi RS 4

2008 
Lexus IS F

Current list price est $65,000 $66,910 est $58,000
Engine dohc 4.0-liter V-8 dohc 4.2-liter V-8 dohc 5.0-liter V-8 
Horsepower 414 bhp @ 8300 rpm 420 bhp @ 7800 rpm 416 bhp  @ 6600 rpm
Torque 295 lb-ft @ 3900 rpm 317 lb-ft @ 6000 rpm 371 lb-ft @ 5200 rpm
Transmission 6-sp manual 6-sp manual 8-sp automatic
0–60 mph 4.1 sec 4.3 sec 4.4 sec
Braking, 60–0 mph 112 ft 121 ft 120 ft ft
Lateral accel (200-ft skidpad) 0.98g 0.88g 0.91g
Speed thru 700-ft slalom 71.4 mph 68.9 mph 71.2 mph
EPA city/highway est 14/23 mpg 13/20 mpg est 16/23 mpg
Length 181.7 in. 180.7 in. 183.5 in.
Width 71.5 in. 71.5 in. 71.5 in.
Height 55.8 in. 55.7 in. 55.7 in.
Wheelbase 108.7 in. 104.3 in. 107.5 in.
Track, f/r 60.6 in./60.6 in. 61.4 in./61.4 in. 61.4 in./59.6 in.
Curb weight est 3650 lb 3920 lb 3825 lb 

»Although the M3’s 4.0-liter V-8 gives away some displacement to its competitors, the car 
is lighter, and our test numbers say this combination reigns supreme as an overall package. 
The IS F comes close to the M3 in handling prowess, yet loses the straight-line battle to the 
RS 4, as the Audi’s all-wheel drive gives it the hole-shot until about 50 mph. We’d love to see 
an on-track slugfest among these three as well as the new Mercedes-Benz C63 AMG.

Audi RS 4
Tested: 8/06

Lexus IS F
Tested: 1/08
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PRICING
List price est $65,000
Price as tested est $70,395
Price as tested incl std equip. (ABS, dual front, side 
& curtain airbags, traction & yaw control, M limited-
slip differential, AM/FM/CD changer w/aux input, 
leather interior, tilt and telescoping steering wheel, 
iDrive navigation system, Melbourne Red paint, 
carbon-fi ber roof, auto. climate control, cruise con-
trol, keyless entry, anti-theft system; pwr windows, 
mirrors & door locks), Electric Damper Control (est 
$2000), MDrive (est $1000), gas-guzzler tax (est 
$1700), dest charge (est $695). 

GENERAL DATA
Curb weight est 3650 lb
Test weight est 3850 lb
Weight dist
(with driver) ,
f/r %

na na

52% 48%

 na na

Wheelbase 108.7 in.
Track, f/r 60.6 in./60.6 in.
Length 181.7 in.
Width 71.5 in.
Height 55.8 in.
Ground clearance 5.8 in.
Trunk space 14.1 cu ft

ACCOMMODATIONS
Seating capacity 4
Headroom Front: 38.5 in.

Rear: 35.3 in.
Seat width Front: 2 x 14.0 in.

Rear: 2 x 14.0 in.
Front-seat leg room 44.5 in.
Rear-seat knee room 24.0 in.
Seatback adjustment 50 deg
Seat travel 9.5 in.

INSTRUMENTATION

300-km/h speedometer, 9000-rpm tachometer, 
coolant temp, oil temp, fuel level

SAFETY

dual front, side and curtain airbags, traction & yaw 
control, front seatbelt pretensioners, 

front seatbelt force limiters 
(all standard equip.)

WARRANTY
Basic warranty 4 years/50,000 miles
Powertrain 4 years/50,000 miles
Rust-through 12 years/unlimited miles

ENGINE
Type/layout aluminum block & heads, 

V-8/longitudinal
Valvetrain dohc 4-valve/cyl, variable 

timing, chain drive

Displacement 244 cu in./3999 cc
Bore x stroke 3.62 x 2.96 in./

92.0 x 75.2 mm

Compression ratio 12.0:1
Horsepower (SAE) 414 bhp @ 8300 rpm
Bhp/liter 103.5
Torque 295 lb-ft @ 3900 rpm
Redline/limiter 8300/8400 rpm
Fuel injection elect. sequential port
Recommended fuel premium unleaded 

DRIVETRAIN
Transmission: 6-speed manual
Gear Ratio Overall ratio (Rpm) Mph
1st 4.06:1 15.60:1 (8300) 41
2nd 2.37:1 9.11:1 (8300) 70
3rd 1.58:1 6.08:1 (8300) 105
4th 1.19:1 4.58:1 (8300) 139
5th 1.00:1 3.85:1 (8050) 161*
6th 0.87:1 3.35:1 (7000) 161*
Final drive ratio 3.85:1
Engine rpm @ 60 mph in top gear 2600
*Electronically limited.

CHASSIS & BODY
Layout front engine/rear drive
Body/frame unit steel
Brakes Front: 14.2-in. fl oating, drilled 

& vented discs/ 2-piston 
sliding calipers

Rear: 13.8-in. drilled & vented 
discs/ 1-piston sliding 
calipers

Assist type vacuum, ABS
Wheels Front: forged alloy, 18 x 8½J

Rear: forged alloy, 18 x 9½J
Tires Michelin Pilot Sport PS2

Front: 245/40ZR-18 93Y
Rear: 265/40ZR-18 97Y

Spare tire puncture kit
Steering rack & pinion, 

speed-sensitive assist

Steering ratio elect. variable
Steering-wheel diameter 14.5 in.
Turns, lock to lock 2.5
Turning circle 38.4 ft
Suspension

Front: MacPherson struts, coil springs, 
elect. adj tube shocks, anti-roll bar

 
Rear: multilink, coil springs, elect. adj tube 

shocks, anti-roll bar

ACCELERATION
Time to distance seconds
0–100 ft 2.7
0–500 ft 6.9
0–900 ft 9.8
0–1320 ft (¼ mile) n 12.5 @ 114.8 mph

’07 Audi RS 4  n ¼ mi: 12.8 @ 109.7 mph

’08 Lexus IS F  n ¼ mi: 12.8 @ 113.3 mph

Time to speed, sec 

0–120 mph 13.6
0–110 mph 11.5
0–100 mph 9.4
0–90 mph 8.0
0–80 mph 6.6
0–70 mph 5.4
0–60 mph 4.1
0–50 mph 3.3
0–40 mph 2.3
0–30 mph 1.6
0–20 mph 1.0
0–10 mph 0.3

BRAKING
Minimum stopping distance
From 60 mph 112 ft
From 80 mph 197 ft
Total swept area 723 sq in.
Swept area/ton 396 sq in.

HANDLING
Lateral acceleration* 0.98g
Balance mild understeer
Slalom speed** 71.4 mph
Balance mild understeer
Lateral seat support very good
*200-ft skidpad; **700-ft slalom, 100-ft spacing.

FUEL ECONOMY
Our driving est 15.0 mpg
EPA city/highway est 14/23 mpg
Cruise range est 235 miles
Fuel capacity 16.6 gal.

INTERIOR NOISE
Idle in neutral 53 dBA
Maximum in 1st gear 79 dBA
Constant 50 mph 69 dBA
Constant 70 mph 72 dBA

TEST CONDITIONS
Temperature 57˚ F
Humidity 59%
Elevation 650 ft
Wind calm
Location Lahr, Germany
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4.1 sec
0−¼  mile

12.5 sec
Top speed

161 mph*
Skidpad

0.98g
Slalom

71.4 mph
*Electronically limited.

Test Notes: 
ACCELERATION
With MDrive, we can dis-
able stability and select 
ultimate sport mode with 
one button. Rev to 3900 
rpm and quickly release 
the clutch while rolling 
into the throttle. Shifting 
at redline requires only 
light lever pressure.

Test Notes: 
BRAKING
The M3 exhibits 
little chassis dive under 
braking and its stop-
ping potential is very 
reassuring—especially 
while verifying its top 
speed of 161 mph on the 
Autobahn.  

Test Notes: 
HANDLING
A speed-sensitive steer-
ing ratio made slalom 
negotiation diffi cult and 
downright frustrating, 
though the M3 is very 
capable regardless. 
There’s a modest amount 
of body roll in sweeping 
corners, and the rear will 
slide nicely with a little 
enticement.
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• See video


