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BMW CCA, Los Angeles Chapter

Autocross Information and Vehicle Classification

Welcome to the BMW CCA (Car Club of America) – Los Angeles Chapter autocross program.  Autocross (aka Solo 2) events are driving skill contests that emphasize the driver's ability and the car's handling characteristics. This is accomplished by driving a course that is designated by traffic cones (pylons) on a low hazard location, such as a parking lot or inactive airstrip.

While speeds are no greater than those normally encountered in legal highway driving, the combination of concentration and car feedback creates an adrenaline pumping experience. It is like being in a movie chase scene, only you are holding onto the steering wheel instead of a box of popcorn!

Entry to an autocross is currently run on a “first come, first served” basis and NO pre-registration (at this time) is accepted. It is recommended that you arrive early to the facility to ensure a place in line when registration opens.  Our entry limit is up to 80 drivers but the co-chairmen reserve the right to adjust the limit size to ensure a quality event.
First and foremost, YOU MUST BE A BMW CCA member (it does not matter what chapter you are affiliated with).  Priority is given to the following at the time of entry at the gate:

1. BMW CCA members who show a valid driver’s license AND proof of membership by showing one of the following:

a. Valid BMWCCA membership card

b. Roundel magazine with mailing label on it that shows membership #

c. Whispering Bomb magazine that matches address on driver’s license

d. Confirmation e-mail from BMW CCA that shows you just registered

2. BMW CCA members who DO NOT show proof, along with non-BMWCCA members WILL be put on a waiting list.  If we have not reached our entry limit of 80 entries by 7:45 a.m., then the remaining spots will be filled by the people on the waiting list.  You have the opportunity to sign up for membership ($40) in addition to the entry fee ($65).  Your application will be mailed out after the event and in a few weeks you’ll receive your membership card in the mail and soon after you’ll start receiving the official BMWCCA magazine called The Roundel.

Upon entering the gate you will sign a waiver and be directed to where you will “pit” your car and empty your belongings.  Once your car is emptied of all loose items, please go to the TECH Inspection grid where TECH Inspection people will inspect and class your car according to the table below:

Car Classification

	Class
	Description

	A
	4 cylinder cars stock

	B
	4 cylinder cars modified

	C
	6, 8, or 12 cylinder cars stock

	D
	6, 8, or 12 cylinder cars modified

	MS
	///Motorsport cars stock (M3, M5, M6, M Coupe, M Roadster)

	MM
	///Motorsport cars modified (M3, M5, M6, M Coupe, M Roadster)

	X
	Non-BMWs (stock or modified)


What constitutes a car being stock or modified?

1. Stock (OEM or AFTERMARKET for the list below)

a. Any size wheel (i.e. rim)
b. Any size STREET tire (treadwear of 140 or above)
c. Any brand of shock absorber
d. Any air filter
e. Any pre-throttle body intake
f. Any exhaust system in back of the catalytic converter (i.e. cat-back exhaust)
2. Modified (includes anything in the Stock list above, plus any in the list below)

a. Any non-stock springs (aftermarket)
b. R-compound, racing slick tires
c. Engine computer chip or computer system modifications
d. And anything ELSE not in the Stock list
If your car passes tech, the Tech people will place a small sticker on the driver’s side of the front windshield.  Proceed then to registration.

At the registration table, you will be handed a blue sorting card and a pair of vinyl car numbers to stick onto your rear side windows.  These are easily removable at the end of the day. PLEASE do not misplace the blue card as it will also be used as your lunch ticket!

The format for the day is as follows:

1. There is a mandatory drivers’ meeting before we start.

2. You will get two (2) practice sessions (morning, afternoon). 3-4 runs each.  You will be assigned an instructor to show you the course.  The instructor may drive for the first two laps.

3. There is a mandatory competition drivers meeting before we start competition runs. 

4. In the afternoon we will set up timing lights and you will have the option to compete in your car classification for trophies.

5. You’ll get one competition (timed) session.  Each session consists of 3 runs.

6. Our events are run as work/run events – you must work your assigned session or you will not run.  You will work one session during practice and one session during competition.  (By working, we mean you will be out on course picking up any cones knocked down by passing cars, or calling in cone counts, car # via walkie-talkie radio.)

7. Once the timed session is over with, all drivers are asked to help clean up by picking up cones.  Then the awards ceremonies will take place and trophies will be given out.

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING:

· Your car’s insurance MAY or MAY NOT be in effect for any timed/competitive runs.

· There is NO course walking prior to the event

· There are NO passengers allowed to ride with you UNLESS it is an instructor.
THINGS TO BRING (all are mandatory)
1. Valid proof of BMW CCA membership (see list above)

2. Valid U.S. driver’s license

3. Valid Helmet MA or SA rated (if you do not have one, rentals are available)

4. Your car (no preference but ideally a BMW is given preference).

When: 
Saturday or Sunday (check the LA Chapter website calendar)

http://www.bmwclubla.org
Gates open at 6 a.m.

Registration is at 7 a.m.

Where:
One of two locations (check the LA Chapter website calendar)

1. Hollywood Park - Inglewood (Los Angeles County) 

Parking Lot 7-8 off of Praire Ave.
http://www.hollywoodpark.com
1050 S. Prairie Ave. 
Inglewood, CA  90306
2. California Speedway - Fontana (San Bernardino County) 

Green Parking Lot (Southwest end of the track) across from the Go

Go-Kart Track 
http://www.californiaspeedway.com
9300 Cherry Ave.

Fontana, CA  91706

Event fee: 



$65 (includes a lunch)

Lunch fee:



$5 (for extra lunch)

Helmet rental fee: 


$10

BMW CCA Membership fee:
$40 (if you’re not already a member)

Contact name(s):


Giovanni Jaramillo 

Kelley Sakata-Moon 

(Co-chairmen Autocross)

E-mail:



GJARAM@hotmail.com 
SAKATAMOON@earthlink.net
FYI to Non-members – You can join the club online at the BMW CCA National’s website: http://www.bmwcca.org or by calling them up on the phone and paying by credit card.  If you sign up online, be sure to print out the confirmation page.
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